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Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 ASMARA 00622 2205 17Z 
15 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /026 W 

017162 

R 210834Z JUL 75 
FM AMCONSUL ASMARA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3454 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

SECRET ASMARA 0622 

EXDIS 

CORRECTED COPY (REFERENCE) 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: PINS 

SUBJECT: ASMARA ABDUCTION 
REFERENCE: STATE 169249 

1. RE HISTORY OF HOSTAGES FALLING INTO HANDS OF ELF/PLF (REFTEL), 
BELIEVE RECORD SHOWS THAT GHINDA KIDNAPPING OF NURSES IN MAY 1974 
WAS DELIBERATE ACT. INSURGENTS ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE INTENDED TO 
ABDUCT A DOCTOR TO HELP DEAL WITH WHAT THEY BELIEVED TO BE AN 
EPIDEMIC IN WESTERN ERITREA, BUT SETTLED FOR TWO NURSES WHEN 
THE INTENDED VICTOM ESCAPED. 

2. PARA 1 REFTEL CONSISTENT WITH INFORMATION AVAILABLE HERE. 

WHILE TWO GROUPS ARE BELIEVED TO BE COOPERATING TO A LARGE EXTENT 
ON THE GROUND, THEIR DIFFERENCES REMAIN PROFOUND, AND EACH UNIT 

IS RETAINING ITS IDENTITY AND ITS SPONSORS. 

SHERRY 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KIDNAPPING, LIBERATION FRONTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 JUL 1975 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: woolflhd 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ASMARA00622 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X2 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750252-0295 
From: ASMARA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750735/aaaabfhu.tel 

Line Count: 47 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 75 STATE 169249 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: woolflhd 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <25 AUG 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <18 DEC 2003 by woolflhd> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ASMARA ABDUCTION 
TAGS: PINS, ELF, PLF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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